
 
  

 

 

 
 
 

"Certamen Praeter Palman"  - "The endeavour is more important than the prize." 

NEWSLETTER NO. 1  13 FEBRUARY 2020 
   

NOTES HOME THIS WEEK    

Yr 5/6 Camp note 

PARENTS’ CHECKLIST 
(Reminder of things to DO) 

 

 
 
 
 

 DATES TO REMEMBER 

Tuesday 18 February Information Night 

Wednesday 26 February School Assembly 2.15pm 

Friday 28 February  P&C Community Picnic 

Monday 9 March Canberra Day 

Wednesday March 11 School Assembly 2.15pm 

Friday 13 March  AFL Gala Day 

Wednesday 18 March Swimming Carnival/Aquatic Activities Day 

Mon 6 – Wed 8 April Year 5/6 Camp Cooba 

 
Our Vision 

Insieme, creiamo, studenti per la vita. 
Together we create lifelong learners. 

 

Dear Families 

I have given and received many welcomes in the past two weeks! If this is our first meeting, albeit virtual, then 

I extend an invitation to introduce yourself to me either informally when spotted out and about in the school 

or by making a time to phone or drop in. My induction into leading Yarralumla Primary School has been 

seamless, aided by friendly, respectful students, amazing teaching staff and welcoming families. Thank you. I 

don’t think the school has lost any momentum in the temporary baton change from Signore Evans to me.  

New staff 
Several new staff members have joined our team this year, either returning from leave, on an extended 

contract or as permanent staff. We welcome them all to our unique community: 

Name  Role Name Role 

Samantha Moss Business Manager Gabrielle Quadraccia Year 2 Italian 

Fiona Agostino Year 2 English Glenn Snellgrove Year 3/4 English stream 

Jayne Holmes Year 5/6 English Goon Sibunruang Year 5/6 English stream 

Claudia Schiliro Year 2 Italian Ajay Joshi Year 5/6 

Tom Taylor Year 1/2 English stream Rosalie Poesiat School Psychologist 

    

 

An opportunity to find out who all our newcomers are will present itself next Tuesday 18 February when the 

school will host its annual Information Night. Note this date in your diaries and plan to come and hear your 

child/ren’s teacher share their learning plan for 2020. The evening will finish with a brief gathering in the hall. 

More communication will come out later this week.  

 

SCHOOL BOARD CHAIR P&C PRINCIPAL 

Rachel Smith-Cianchi (Board Chair) 
Phone:  0412 598 138  
Email:  cianchi47@gmail.com 

Philip Hartley  (President) 
Phone:  0412 010 677  
Email:  president@ypspandc.com 

Jennie Lindsay (Principal) 
Phone:  6142 3250 
Email:  Jennie.Lindsay@ed.act.edu.au 

YARRALUMLA PRIMARY SCHOOL 
24 Loftus Street, Yarralumla  ACT  2600 

Phone:  6142 3250    Fax:  6142 3265 
Email: info@yarralumlaps.act.edu.au 

Website: www.yarralumlaps.act.edu.au 
 

mailto:info@yarralumlaps.act.edu.au
http://www.yarralumlaps.act.edu.au/


Air quality response 
What a summer we had! As someone said yesterday, January was a very tough year. Here at school we are 

conscious that large number of our families experienced direct or indirect impact of the various critical 

environmental challenges in our region, and therefore were not able to fully ‘recharge’ for the new year. 

Teachers are keen to hear from you if there are individual circumstances that may be helpful to know about 

your child’s experience. 

Thankfully, some of the challenges are subsiding and we have not had days of extreme temperatures. Be 

assured, our Directorate and our school take every measure to apply sound decision-making based on local 

weather conditions each day, and the level of relative vulnerabilities of staff and students.  

Our buildings did not sustain any major damage over the season but the challenge of maintaining our grounds 

in the extreme conditions has added an extra load on the amazing Bruno. I’m not sure how he does it all!  

Updates and Upgrades 
A stunning wooden outdoor stage has been installed in the Montessori outdoor area – the outcome of very 

successful fundraising by our parent group. It’s a marvellous addition. A new concrete path encircling two large 

elms has been added in the preschool playground – another improvement to that very pretty play space.  

Teaching and Learning 
The 2020 – 2024 Strategic Plan for our school has two priorities: to improve numeracy outcomes, and to 

improve writing. These two areas were identified during last year’s review. To assist our focus, teaching staff 

spent a day prior to school commencing with a facilitator from Corwin Education on Visible Learning. Our staff 

are also engaging in year long intensive Early Years Literacy program. These are both quality programs 

designed to add even more skill and expertise to our teaching. You’ll hear more about them both as the year 

progresses.  

Anticipating a wonderful year of learning for all our students, 

Ciao for now! 

Jennie 

 

 



 
2020 CLASS NAMES & LOCATIONS 
 

 
 

Class name/Year Level Roll Group Teacher Name and Room Number 

Montessori  
M3G- MKG 
M3P - MKP 

Julie Dalgliesh, Alaina Baird 

Preschool  
Bilbies and Wombats 

PREB  & 
PREW 

Kirsty Jones  

KINDERGARTEN – RED THEME   

Kindergarten- rosa 
 

KR 
maestra Hunter – Rm 1 
maestra Majella – Rm 2 

Kindergarten - scarlatto 
 

KS 
maestra Majella – Rm 2 
maestra Hunter – Rm 1 

YEAR 1 RED THEME   

Year 1/2 – fuscia English only 12F 
maestra Heeney – Rm 3 
maestro Tom – Rm 3 

Year 1 - magenta 1M 
maestra Federica – Rm 5 
maestra Warren – Rm 4 

Year 1 - corallo 1C 
maestra Warren– Rm 4 
maestra Federica – Rm 5 

YEAR 2 GREEN THEME   

Year 2 verdolino 2V 
Maestra Agostino –  Rm 10 
Maestra Claudia – Rm 9 

Year 2 verde menta 2VM 
maestra Claudia – Rm 9 
maestra Agostino – Rm 10 

Year 2 verde marino 2VMA 
maestro Buonpane – Rm 8 
maestra Gabrielle– Rm 8 

YEARS 3/4 BLUE THEME  
 

3/4 turchese 34T 
maestra Antonietta – Rm 16 
maestra Abbey – Rm 14 

3/4 celeste 34C 
maestro Abbey – Rm 14 
maestra Antonietta – Rm 16 

3/4 blu - English Only 34B maestro Glen – Rm 13 

3/4 acqua 34A 
maestra Rita – Rm 15 
maestro Stefano – Rm 17 

3/4 azzurra 34AZ 
maestro Stefano – Rm 17 
maestra Rita – Rm 15 

YEARS 5/6 ORANGE THEME  
 

5/6 zafferano 56Z 
maestro Ajay – Rm DH 
maestra Lynden – Rm DH 

5/6 ambra 56A 
maestra Fabiola – Rm 11 
maestra Jayne – Rm 12 

5/6 oro 56O 
maestra Jayne – Rm 12 
maestra Fabiola–  Rm 11 

 

5/6 cadmio 
 

56C 
maestra Goon – Rm 7 

Learning Support Unit 
perla LSUA maestra Medlicott – Rm 6 



  

Board News  
 

Notice of Board Elections in 2020 

The Education Directorate has commenced 
preparations for the 2020 School Board Elections 
for all schools. One of the strengths of our 
education system is that parents, teachers and 
students participate in school decision-making 
through the School Board. Yarralumla Primary 
School is very fortunate to have had very 
hardworking and productive Board members this 
year and we are seeking to build on the progress 
we have made on policies and initiatives.  

The vacancies on the Yarralumla School Board 
for 2020 will be one (1) parent representative 
and one (1) teacher representative. 

Nominations close at 11am on Monday 17 
February 2020. Nomination forms are at the 
Front Office.  School Board Elections are 
conducted by the P&C Association. The Assistant 
Returning Officer will advertise the voting 
arrangements, count the votes and advise the 
Principal of the results of the election. These 
results are then sent to the Education and 
Training Directorate for verification and the final 
results are published in the Newsletter and on 
the School Website. 

P&C News  
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

On behalf of the YPS P&C welcome to Term 1 
2020, and a special hello to those of you joining 
the school for the first time. Your P&C association 
has played key roles for YPS the school by 
providing funds for new teaching resources for 
the Italian and English programs, class room 
infrastructure and playground improvements. 
The P&C operates the in-school Uniform Shop 
and assists coordination of the canteen and 
other school events. We can only keep 
contributing to our community’s social and 
educational environment with your participation 
and support.   
 

 

Community Picnic – 6pm Friday 28 February 
2020 

Early every year the P&C host a very informal 
afternoon/evening get together at the school, 
where we provide a sausage sizzle, bread and 
salads at the school. Everyone is welcome and 
the event is a great chance to say hello to your 
school community; for parents to meet and 
mingle and for kids to play. To help us plan for 
catering please respond to the survey here. 

Annual General Meeting – March 2020 - Date to 
be confirmed 

The P&C must meet by mid March every year to 
elect an executive committee for the next 12 
months. This will include the roles of president, 
vice president, treasurer, secretary and at least 
two ordinary members. A date will be advertised 
shortly. 

 Please keep an eye out for P&C emails 
distributed by the school and for updates in the 
school newsletter. If you have any questions 
please don’t hesitate to contact me 
at president@ypspandc.com. 

Phil Hartley  

YPS P&C 

 
 

ACT SCHOOL TERM DATES 2020 
 

Term 1 Monday 3 February to Thursday 9 April 
 
Term 2 Monday 27 April to Friday  3 July  
 
Term 3 Monday 20 July to Friday 25 September 
 
Term 4 Monday 12 October to Friday 18 
December 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/F9SVSQQ
mailto:president@ypspandc.com


Canteen News 
 
Canteen Information for 2020 
Welcome to the canteen for 2020. 
We provide an online lunch order 
service every Friday during the 
term to give your child the 
opportunity to experience the joy of receiving a 
lunch order. 

   The lunches are delivered to the school then 
distributed to the students. 
All orders are to be placed online via flexischools 
at www.flexischools.com.au  . 
This can be done as a once off order or as a 
recurring order. 
We look forward to assisting your child to have a 
special lunch day on a Friday. 
Please see menu at back of this newsletter. 
 
If you require any further information or 
assistance please call Debbie on 62814110 
Or email alfreddeakincanteen@gmail.com 
 

 

 
 
Italian Playgroup Anyone? Held at YPS 
Preschool- Saturdays 
Did you know there is an Italian playgroup for 
kids 0-5years old? I Tesorini Italian Playgroup has 
been running from the YPS preschool for more 
than 10 years.  
Join us every second Saturday during school term 
10am-11:30am for songs, stories and activities in 
Italian. 
Visit our website for more information including 
our meeting dates 
https://itesoriniplaygroup.weebly.com/ Or search 
"Italian playgroup Canberra" to find us. 
We hope to see you there! 
 

Think before you park…and keep 
 our kids safe!  
With school now back for the year we are 
encouraging all parents to make parking safety a 
priority!  
 
This means:  
. keep clear of ‘no stopping’ and ‘no parking’ 
zones  
. don’t park in bus zones, on school crossings, 
across footpaths or driveways; and  
. don’t double (or triple) park!  
Remember - it’s okay to park a little further away 
from the school and walk the rest of the way!  
Consider - having a pre-determined meeting spot 
agreed with your kids. That way if you are a little 
late, they know where to wait.  
Think - visibility around schools and if your car 
may be blocking the view of crossings for other 
motorists. Also be mindful when entering or 
leaving parking spots – look twice!  
Be kind - to other road users and pedestrians and 
also if you see any parking officers in the area – 
they are doing their job and working to keep our 
kids safe!  

 

http://www.flexischools.com/
https://itesoriniplaygroup.weebly.com/


Information on Quickweb Payments via 

our School Web Page 

 
Some parents have had troubles accessing Quickweb 
Payments. If this happens try visiting the Yarralumla 
Primary school website via a search engine, then 
clicking on the payments tab then clicking on the 
Quickweb link from there. 
 
Yarralumla Primary School has an online payment 
option, using a Westpac service called Quickweb.  
 
You can go to our school website: 
http://www.yarralumlaps.act.edu.au/payment and 
make a payment to the school’s bank account. There 
will be a link that will redirect you to our Westpac 
Quickweb site. Payments can be made using a 
credit/debit card, for any school event, or financial 
contribution. 
 
The information you complete on the form will enable 
us to accurately identify the funds and the purpose. 
The terminology used is listed below: 
 
Family key:  your family’s identifier, first five letters of 
your last name and the first letter of your first name. 
 
Student key:  usually the first five letters of the 
students last name and first letter of his/her first 
name. 
 
Fee Codes:  a unique identifier of the event you are 
depositing funds for. This will be found on the 
correspondence sent home with your student. 
 
The Quickweb payment facility will assist us to 
accurately identify the sender and the correct ledger 
for the funds to be receipted against. Receipts for 
payments can be issued via Westpac Quickweb, but if 
you require a gift deductible receipt, i.e. payments to 
a Library Fund, you will need to contact the school. 
 
Any queries please do not hesitate to contact the front 
office on 6142 3250. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
  

HELPFUL INFORMATION FOR 

PARENTS AND CARERS 

Office Hours  
Our Front Office is staffed from 8.30am – 3.30pm 
each day. Outside these hours, and if for any 
other reason the office is not staffed, an 
answering machine service will be operating and 
we will return your call as soon as possible.  
 
Anything different happening at home  
We encourage you to advise the class teacher of 
any changes in your child’s home routine e.g. 
birth of a new sibling or a temporary or 
permanent change in family situation.  
 
School Hours  
School commences at 9.00am and concludes at 
3.00pm with breaks for lunch break from 11.00 – 
11.50am and recess 1.30 – 2.00pm. If your child 
is late they need to enter the school via the front 
office and sign-in.  
 
Before School  
Children stay outside before school and are not 
to go into classrooms as teachers need this time 
to prepare for the day’s lessons and have 
meetings organised. Playground supervision 
commences at 8.30am. Supervision is only 
around the Main Building and Cola.  Students are 
not permitted down on the junior equipment as 
there is no supervision. 
To ensure the safety and welfare of all students, 
it is important that children do not arrive at 
school before 8.30am.    
 
Pick-up Arrangements  
If your child is to be collected from school during 
the day or taken home early, you must sign them 
out at the front office prior to collecting them 
from class. This is for the security and safety of 
your child. If your child is going to be picked up 
by someone you have not listed as a contact 
please advise the school either in writing, email 
or by phone. Your child will not be released if we 
are unable to verify this.  
 
Absences  
If your child is absent from school due to sickness 
or other family obligations, it is a legal 
requirement that you send a note explaining the  
 
 
 

http://www.yarralumlaps.act.edu.au/payment


absence to the class teacher upon their return. A 
phone call to the front office on the day is also 
appreciated. You can also notify the school of 
your child’s absence via email to the Front Office 
or class teacher.  
 
Infection and Illnesses  
Should your child contract an 
infection/communicable illness, please notify the 
office staff. There are certain periods of exclusion 
that apply to some infections. Please do not 
hesitate to contact the front office should you 
need further information. Some highly 
contagious childhood illnesses have a mandatory 
exclusion period – details of these can be located 
on the Directorate’s website. For example, more 
common illness and infections such as vomiting 
and diarrhoea have an exclusion period of 24 
hours after symptoms cease. Please do not 
hesitate to contact the school should you be 
unsure whether your child should be excluded 
from school for any reason.  
 
Children’s Medications  
It is a Directorate policy requirement that written 
directions from a doctor and written permission 
from parents/carers must be provided before 
school staff may administer medication. This 
applies to any type of medication.  
 
Communication 
Email is Yarralumla School’s preferred method of 
communication. The school will email home the 
newsletter, excursion notification, all important 
correspondence including student reports. Stay 
connected and informed through our school 
newsletter which is emailed out fortnightly on a 
Thursday. Always ensure the school has your 
correct email address. 
  
Payments to the School 
When sending in any cash payments to the 
school, please ensure that the student’s name, 
class is written on the outside of the envelope 
and the completed signed permission note is 
placed inside the envelope with payment.  This 
will ensure that you receive the correct receipt 
from the school when required. 
 
Newsletter  
The newsletter is published fortnightly and 
includes information about what is currently 
happening at the school and a list of dates for 
events. The newsletter is distributed 
electronically.  

Food  
Your child will need food for recess, lunchtime 
and fruit break. Food should be placed in an 
easily opened lunch box which will be kept in 
your child’s bag. It is useful to have a frozen drink 
in the lunch box as this provides cooling for the 
lunch, especially in summer. Your child will also 
need a drink bottle as students become very 
thirsty during the day. We encourage children to 
drink water.  
 
School Uniform  
The wearing of school uniform is required at 
Yarralumla Primary.  Exemptions can be granted 
by the principal in extenuating circumstances. 
However, the wearing of school uniform readily 
identifies our students in the community, 
especially when they are representing their 
school, and eliminates clothing competitiveness 
between students. All children are encouraged to 
wear an appropriate sun smart hat when playing 
outside. Children not wearing hats are required 
to stay/play in a designated shaded area of the 
school. A number of options are available to 
assist parents/carers who may be experiencing 
financial difficulties to obtain items of uniform for 
their children. Please do not hesitate to contact 
the principal for more information.  
 
Sun Hats and Keeping Safe at All Times 
Yarralumla Primary school recommends that 
children wear broad brimmed sun hats for Terms 
1 and 4.  Hats are not required to be worn in 
Terms 2 and 3. We ask all families to be aware 
and take extra care regarding safety for your 
child/ren wearing any earrings other than studs, 
necklaces, jewellery, clothing or hats which have 
long cords that could possibly get caught on 
equipment. At YPS we support the safety of all 
children at school.   
 
Volunteers and Visitors 
All visitors, classroom helpers, and volunteers 
must come to the front office to sign in.  This is 
for safety and security reasons so that we know 
exactly who is in the building. 
 
Labelling and Lost property  
Please make sure that all items of clothing 
(especially hats and jumpers) and other 
belongings (drink bottle, lunch box, school bag) 
are clearly labelled with your child’s name and 
class.  



If you find your child is missing clothing items 
please check in the classroom and in lost 
property.  
 
Mobile Phones and all Electronic Equipment 
All mobile phones and electronic equipment 
brought to school must be left at the front office 
in the morning.   Phones and any electronic 
equipment can be collected at 3pm.  Thank you 
for your assistance with this matter. 
 
Bikes and Scooters 
Bikes & scooters are to be left locked at the bike 
& scooter racks. The school does not accept 
responsibility for lost or stolen bikes or scooters.  
By law, a helmet must be worn while riding. 
 
Dogs in the Playground  
From time to time we have ‘visiting’ dogs in the 
playground. ACT schools are ‘dog free’ zones, 
because many children (and staff) are scared of 
dogs and they can present as a risk to safety. 
Please assist us by ensuring that your family pet 
remains at home. This applies also to dogs on 
leads.  

 

SWIMMING CARNIVAL/AQUATIC  
ACTIVITIES DAY 

WEDNESDAY   – 18 MARCH  

 

 

 

 

 

The Yarralumla Primary School swimming carnival 
will be held Wednesday 18 March at CISAC, 
Bruce for Year 3-6 only.   
There will be 50m and 100m races and students 
will not only be able to earn points for their 
house, but also have the opportunity to be 
selected in the Yarralumla swim team to compete 
at the South Weston region swimming carnival 
later this term. The swimming carnival is for 
proficient swimmers. Events are run according to 
a child’s birth year not their class year level e.g. 
all children born in 2010 compete against each 
other. 

Our house colours are: 
Slim - yellow 
McKell – red 
Menzies – blue 

 

SCHOOL BANKING 

School Banking will now be on Tuesdays and will 
resume on Tuesday 18 February  

 
 
 
 

Community News 

 

The 2020 ActewAGL Royal Canberra Show has 
Something For Everyone. The Show is being held 
on 28 February – 1st March 

There will be a few new additions including Texas 
Longhorn Cattle , come and have a selfie and 
attend a Ask a Farmer session with Dr Fiona 
Sanderson, alongside Show favourites of the 
ActewAGL Farmyard Nursery, Woodchop, Milking 
Demonstrations and more. 

Canberra Show 2020 tickets are available 
via www.canberrashow.org.au with tickets from 
$50 for a family (2 adults and 2 children) 

The 2020 Show Pre-Purchased Ticket includes 
free travel on bus and light rail adding to the 
affordability of the Show for individuals and for 
families. 

 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.canberrashow.org.au&data=02%7C01%7C%7C4674939718bb4aa5ca8508d7ab5b1e15%7Cb46c190803344236b978585ee88e4199%7C0%7C0%7C637166280149048089&sdata=%2F3gTo4vMPg1FHMAK0OAHrwnE2L9UB8TFB9l3J7vl2OI%3D&reserved=0


 

 



 

 

 



 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

General School Board Elections 

Nomination Form 
 

Please use this form to nominate for a position on your school board.  

 
Details: 

 
School Name: Yarralumla Primary School 
 
Assistant Returning Officer: Samantha Moss 
 
Phone: 6142 3251 
 

 
Nominee Details: 

 
Position: Staff members (A member of the staff of the school) 
 
Number of vacancies: 1 
 
Position: Parents representative members (A member of the school community) 
 
Number of vacancies: 1  
 
Position: Student members (A student at the school who attends classes for at least  
12 hours per week) 
 
Number of vacancies: N/A 
 



 

 

 

Nomination: 
 
I, ___________________________________________________________  am nominating for  

 

the position of  ________________________________________________  on the school board.  

 

If elected I will undertake the duties of the position. 

 

Signature: ____________________________________________________  

 

Date: ________________________________________________________  

The Education Directorate (the Directorate) is collecting the information on this form to enable it to 
conduct elections for school boards. This is authorised by section 41 of the Education Act 2004. 
This information will be disclosed to the school community to enable eligible voters to elect a 
nominee of their choice. 
 

Lodgement Information: 
 

Nominations are to be submitted to the school’s front office between 11 am, 03 February 2020 and  
11am, 17 February 2020. Nominations must be submitted during school business hours: 9:00am to 
4:00pm, Monday to Friday.  
 
You can submit your nomination by: 

• hand delivery to the Yarralumla Primary School front office 

• email to: info@yarralumlaps.act.edu.au   

• mail to: 
Yarralumla Primary School 

Loftus Street 

YARRALUMLA ACT 2600 

 

The names of all nominees will be announced on 18 February 2020. 

If an election is required, the voting period will be from 11 am, 24 February 2020 to  

11am, 2 March 2020.  

mailto:info@yarralumlaps.act.edu.au


 

 

  

 


