
                                                 
 

 YARRALUMLA PRIMARY SCHOOL 
24 Loftus Street, Yarralumla  ACT  2600 

Ph:6142 3250  Fax: 6142 3265 
Email: info@yarralumlaps.act.edu.au  

Website: www.yarralumlaps.act.edu.au 
  

   Our school’s 3i values are: INTEGRITY, INCLUSION, INNOVATION 
     "Certamen Praeter Palman"  - "The endeavour is more important than the prize." 

 

NEWSLETTER NO. 31 –16 OCTOBER 2014 
   

NOTES HOME THIS WEEK    
CISAC Swim and Survive Program 

PARENTS’ CHECKLIST 
(Reminder of things to DO) 

*Sponsorship forms and 
monies due back Monday 20 
October 
*CISAC Swim Program 
permission /payment due by Fri 
24 Oct. 

  

 
 
 
DATES TO REMEMBER 

Mon 20 – Fri 24 October Children’s Week 
Friday 24 October Assembly hosted by Kindergarten 2.15pm 
Sunday 26 October Preschool Fundraiser Family Photo Day 9am-3pm 
Thursday 30 October Board Meeting 5-7pm; P&C Meeting 7-9pm 
Saturday 8 November Montessori and Preschool Spring Fair 11am-3pm 
Friday 21 November School Disco 6pm 
Mon 24 – Fri 5 December CISAC Swim Program 

WALKATHON MONIES are due back by next Monday 20 October. Please return ALL forms to your child’s 
teacher whether money has been collected or not.  
Please sign up for FLEXISCHOOLS (on our school’s website) to facilitate your child’s canteen order every 
Friday. 
READING HIT every Tuesday to Friday morning. We are always seeking volunteer parents / grandparents to 
assist reading in English and Italian to students for just 15 minutes from 9am!  
 
Cari Genitori, 
 
Welcome to the final term of the year – always a busy and celebratory one especially with the combined 
Montessori and Preschool Spring Fair on Saturday 8 November! Mark it in your diaries! Hopefully the majority 
of our students, families and staff benefited from the beautiful early summer weather we experienced during 
the spring break – but hasn’t this week been a shock! 
 
We welcome back Eloise and Poppy P and their parents after their trip around Australia during term 3 and lots 
of our families who are slowly returning from the school community trip to Bergamo in northern Italy and their 
children’s billet week with the Bergamo schools’ families. A special welcome back next week and huge Grazie 
to our Italian Executive teacher – maestra Brissoni who did a magnificent job coordinating our students and 
families with their billets, liaising with the schools and the Bergamo Mayor and organising after school 
activities for our Yarralumla families. Sharon has written a wonderful report describing the success of the trip 
later in this newsletter. 
 
Reminder re: email turn around time 
We endorse the use of email in our school as one of our methods of communication with parents (some 
schools don’t use it due to its pervasive nature!) However given the demands on most of our teachers with 
preparation and assessment of students’ work for TWO classes and frequent meetings before or after school, 
teachers’ time to check emails is very limited. I encourage them to have a work/life balance which can’t 
include checking emails late at night. So this is just a reminder that we would appreciate your patience and 
understanding about response times for emails and allow at least 48 hours for a reply. If your concern is 
urgent, please contact the teacher via Teresa in the front office and she will ensure respective teachers receive 
the message as promptly as possible after your phone call.  
 
SCHOOL BOARD P&C PRINCIPAL 
Deb Hicks (Board Chair) 
Phone:  0412 237 519 
Email:  dhicks@agroup.com.au 

Gudrun Northrup  (President) 
Phone:  0418 885 223 
YPS.PANDC.President@gmail.com 

Lea Chapuis (Principal) 
Phone: 6142 3250 
Email: lea.chapuis@ed.act.edu.au 

mailto:info@yarralumlaps.act.edu.au
http://www.yarralumlaps.act.edu.au/
mailto:YPS.PANDC.President@gmail.com


CISAC SWIM AND SURVIVE Program 
Your child/ren will receive a two page letter today outlining  the Swim and Survive Program at CISAC (Canberra 
International Sports and Aquatic Centre) that we are once again coordinating for our students in Weeks 7 and 
8. If you wish your child/ren to participate in this excellent program, please complete the form, sign it and 
return it to your child’s class teacher by Friday 24 October. The earlier the form is returned, the better the 
chances of gaining a place for your child. There are 2 sessions being run for a maximum of 100 children from 
Kindergarten to Year 6. 
 
Staff update for Term 4 and preparation for 2015 
It is very pleasing to be able to announce the appointment of Signora Simone Thomas as our new Executive 
teacher replacing Signor Synnott and maestra Sarah Veitch who ably filled this position in an acting role during 
Term 3. Simone is currently an executive teacher at Gowrie PS and will be joining us this term as soon as her 
replacement has been organised. Simone will bring a wealth of knowledge and experience to Yarralumla PS 
particularly in the areas of maths, literacy, personalised and project based learning, sustainable practices and 
effective integration of ICT as a learning tool. We are very fortunate that she was keen to apply for a transfer 
to our school.  
 
In the interim, our newest staff member, maestro Dave Matthews will be with us full time and maestra Melissa 
Medlicott will be taking maestra Webster’s PE classes whilst she is on Long Service Leave in Italy. Melissa will 
then take maestra Nira Grujic’s class when she goes on maternity leave in Week 6.  
 
Here’s to a great final term and looking forward to seeing lots of families at the various celebratory events that 
this term brings.  
 
Cordiali saluti e ciao 
Lea (Signora Chapuis) 
 
QUOTE OF THE WEEK: I hope students and parents had some ‘no-thing’ and silent time during a break with 
their families. 
 
‘Silence is the element in which great things fashion themselves together.’  Thomas Carlyle. 
 
NEXT YEAR’S PLANS 
Organisation of next year’s classes is now in full swing. If your child will NOT be attending Yarralumla Primary 
in 2015, please inform Teresa in the front office as soon as possible. If you have particular concerns re: your 
child’s placement in 2015, please forward your request as an email to the Principal: 
lea.chapuis@ed.act.edu.au.  
 
 
BOUQUETS 
Students: To Valentina G, Sadie H and Kalista H  for their ready and calm embrace of their mindfulness session 
after lunch on Monday.  
To Zoe SB and Asali W for their collaborative work during literacy activities. 
To Milena M, Lucy D and Gianna P for doing the huge job of sorting out the lost property cupboard and 
returning it to its owners. 
 
Staff: To maestra Brissoni for the amazing job she has done organising this year’s Italian Community trip and 
supporting all the families during their week in Bergamo. Grazie mille Sharon e Brava! 
 
Parents: To Alison Senti for her organisation of the Term 4 P&C calendar and her behind the scene efforts with 
cutting umpteen oranges for the Walkathon! 
To Felicity Moharam and Flora Carapellucci for their support of students in Reading Hit time. 
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Last week several of our Yarralumla families and myself took part in the biennial Community Trip to Italy, with 
a week-long visit and stay at the small village of Scanzorosciate in the province of Bergamo. 

During the week from 6 to 10 October, our Yarralumla students attended the local primary school (Istituto 
Comprensivo di Scanzorosciate) and were billeted in families, while their parents stayed in nearby hotels. The 
experience was both thrilling and emotional with families and community coming together to welcome our 
families and students. Lifelong friendships were forged between our students and families and their host 
families and this generated a ripple effect among the community who would like to host more families next 
year! 

While our students attended the schools of Rosciate, Scanzo and Tribulina participating in excursions and class 
activities the Yarralumla parents visited local vineyards and tasted the traditional wines Valcalepio and 
Moscato di Scanzo. They visited Citta’ Alta, the old city of Bergamo and even tackled mountain climbing to visit 
the Rifugio Curo’ in the Bergamo Alps! 

We were also fortunate to have maestra Lynden Lawton visit us during the week. Maestra Lynden volunteered 
to teach English at the local high school Scuola Media di Scanzorosciate.  

Italy community trip 2014 
Scanzorosciate - Bergamo 

The young mayor of 
Scanzorosciate 
Davide Casati 
welcomes YPS 
families and 
students to the 
town. 
 

A view from the 
ancient walls of the old 
city, Citta’ Alta. 
Yarralumla parents 
visiting local vineyards 
and tasting the 
traditional Moscato di 
Scanzo wine. 
Maestra Brissoni and 
Denise Marinelli. 



This wonderful event could not have taken place without the support and collaboration of the following 
people. I would like to thank each and everyone, mille grazie!!: 

• signora Denise Marinelli – Parent Representative Scanzorosciate School Board 
• signor Airoldi – Director, Istituto Comprensivo di Scanzorosciate 
• signora Ivana Testa – Deputy, Istituto Comprensivo di Scanzorosciate 
• signor Davide Casati – Sindaco Comune di Scanzorosciate 
• signora Daniela – Assessore Cultura e Pubblica Istruzione Comune di Scanzorosciate 
• maestra Marina Walcher – Teacher Representative Scuola di Rosciate 
• host families: famiglia Taiocchi, famiglia Pesenti, famiglia Brembilla, famiglia Agazzi, famiglia Lena, 

famiglia Ravasio, famiglia Villa, famiglia Marchesi, famiglia Faggioli, famiglia Ferri, famiglia Rizzi 
• Yarralumla families: the Coggan family, the Dawes family, the Lowes family, the Hicks family, the 

Andrews, the Emery family, the Gough family, the IaFelice family, the Poliness-Wilson family, the Piva 
family, the Taylor family, the Johns family and the Wolnicki family. 

• Giardinetto and San Rocco hotels 
• Don Cristiano – town parish priest and Oratorio 
• Toni Dawes – Trip Coordinator in Australia 
• maestra Brissoni’s family (Anthony, Maddy and Ryan) and relatives in Scanzo 
 

We look forward to another successful event in the future! 

Maestra Brissoni 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Canteen News  
  
Welcome back to school for term 4! Tomorrow 
we are offering wedges as the special item and 
next week we are offering toasted sandwiches 
with a selection of fillings. The menu for the 
remainder of the term is included in this 
newsletter. The usual snacks will be available for 
purchase on the day. 
 
Thank you to everyone who has been ordering 
from the canteen via Flexischools, we have had 
an encouraging response so far and urge 
everyone to give it a go. It's quick and easy! You 
can also order for the whole term to save time. 
Please note that the 'weekly special item' price 
will remain at $2 for Term 4 if ordered via 
Flexischools and will be $2.50 if ordered via hard 
copy form (forms available at the front office and 
must be in by 3pm Wednesday of each week). As 
mentioned in the last newsletter, the P&C will be 
reviewing all prices for 2015. Register and 
login: http://www.flexischools.com.au 
 
Thank you to the volunteers from Opali and Oro 
who are helping in the Canteen tomorrow, we 
are very grateful for your offer and prompt 
response, especially being rostered on first week 
of term! Please note that we currently require 1 
or 2 more volunteers for next week as well. All 
other classes will need to check with their class 
coordinators to ensure your week is covered.  
 
Please refer to the class list included in this 
newsletter.  See menu attached at the back of 
newsletter. 
 
Correspondence can also be sent to me via email 
to:   canteen@ypspandc.com 
 
 
 
Thank you and regards 
Raeleigh 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Week 1 17-Oct Opali 3/4 Have 2 
volunteers 

    Oro LSU Jnr  

     
Week 2 24-Oct Rubino Kinder Have 1 

volunteer 
      
Week 3 31-Oct Eliotropa 4/5/6 Have 1 

volunteer 

     
Week 4 7-Nov Granato 1/2 Need  

volunteers 

     
Week 5 14-Nov Agata 4/5 Need 

volunteers  
    Amethyst LSU Snr   

     
Week 6 21-Nov Zaffiro  Kinder Need  

volunteers 

     
Week 7 28-Nov Diamante 1/2 Have 2 

volunteers 
    Giada 1/2  

     
Week 8 5-Dec Smeraldo Kinder Need  

volunteers 
      
Week 9  12-Dec Perle  3/4 Need 

 volunteers 

     
Week 10 17-Dec Aquamarina 5/6 Need  

volunteers 
    Topaz 1/2   

 
 

The FeTe is 
coming! march 

2015 
Please keep us in mind for trash & treasure, 
books, plant seedlings, crafts and any other 
treasures that we can sell at our Primary School 
Fete.  Boxes for these items will appear in the 
school foyer in the coming weeks. Watch this 
space for more information. 
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TERM 4 Host 
Week 2 Kindergarten 
Week 4  1/2 (Lynden & Katherine) 
Week 6 4/5/6 + SLSU 
Week 8 5/6 (or 4/5) 
Week 10 No assembly 
 

WANTED!  SEWERS for end of year Arts 
Showcase! 

In preparation for our Bollywood performance at 
the Arts Showcase, I would be grateful for any 
parents/carers who would be able to sew a few 
basic Indian looking tunics (pants and top) for our 
male performers.  

If you are handy with a needle and/or sewing 
machine, please send me an email and I will 
arrange to meet with you to nut out possibilities. 

Grazie, Lea Chapuis 

Preschool Fundraiser 
 

LAST CHANCE TO BOOK  
Family Photo Day  

Sunday 26th October 2014 
 

Come and participate in a fun Family photo 
session and raise funds for Yarralumla Preschool. 
 
Cost is $20 for 15min session and you receive a 
free 10x13” enlargement for participating. 
 
Pick up your free photos and view your other 
photos on Tuesday 11th or Wednesday 12th 
November from 2.30-3.30pm at the preschool 
 
The full package is $189 includes 4 poses printed 
in a range of different sizes and a cd of all shots 
(only available with full package, not sold 
separately).   Or you can purchase part packages 
from $35.  
 
Contact Natalie Kingston 0412 750 732 to secure 
your session.  ($20 is payable at time of booking 
your sessions, Credit Card Facilities available) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

INTERNATIONAL COMPETITIONS AND 
ASSESSSMENTS FOR SCHOOLS (ICAS) 

Congratulations to all the students who 
participated in the ICAS assessments. Students 
will receive certificates and a diagnostic report on 
each subject area that they participated in. The 
following students obtained some excellent 
results. 

Writing – a credit to Lucy and Matilda and a 
merit to Lola. 

Spelling – a credit to Carl, Owen and Oliver L. 
Merit certificates to Lucy and Ellen. 

English – a distinction to Lucy, Maddie, Owen and 
Ellen. Credit certificates to Jake, Iman, Carl, 
Charlie and Lola. Merit certificates to Oliver L and 
Amanda. 

Mathematics – a high distinction to Carl and a 
distinction to Max and Lucy. Credit certificates to 
Owen, James, Jake, Ellen, Oliver H and Joshua S. 
A merit to Oliver L.  

Please remember that these assessments only 
reflect a part of a student’s ability in the subject 
areas. There are many variables that can 
influence the results that students achieve. 

 

Children’s Week Celebrations 

at 

Yarralumla Primary School 

Families are invited to spend some time in the 
library 

On Thursday 23rd October 

Read your child a story; help them undertake a 
craft activity 

or create their own piece of fairy bread. 

All children and their families are welcome 3pm 
to 4pm 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Sports News 

 
 
 

 
   

Community News 

 
 Be part of Lake Burley Griffin’s 50th birthday 
family celebration 

This Friday 17 October it will be 50 years to the 
day that former Prime Minister Robert Menzies 
opened the lake. To celebrate Pedal Power ACT 
and the Environment and Planning Directorate 
are hosting a free family cycling event at Regatta 
Point from 5 – 7pm. 

The ride will include a quest to find clues at some 
of the historic landmarks in Commonwealth Park 
and later a draw for prizes for those completing 
the ‘hunt’. 

All levels of ability are welcome for this fun, non-
competitive event, with lots more to see and do 
on the evening, including face painting and circus 
skills for the kids, with volunteers from National 
Capital Authority on hand to bring the history of 

the lake to life. Refreshments will also be 
available on the day. 

And because no party would be complete 
without a birthday cake there will be a special 
cutting of the cake at the end of the ride, 
presided over by six times gold medal winning 
Paralympian Michael Milton and Mick Gentleman 
MLA.   

All are welcome and parents are encouraged to 
ride along with younger children.  

For more information contact Pedal Power ACT 
on 6248 7995 go to 
www.capitalcycling.org.au/lbg50  

 

Voices in the Forest returns to National 
Arboretum 

The National Arboretum’s biggest evening of 
music, panoramic views and dazzling costumes is 
fast approaching with the fourth annual Voices in 
the Forest concert on Sunday 30 November 
2014. 

This year’s concert features world renowned 
Latvian soprano Inessa Galante, New Zealand 
Tenor Simon O’Neill and Australian baritone 
Peter Coleman-Wright. 

Canberra’s leading instrumentalists will come 
together again to form the Voices in the Forest 
Orchestra, directed by Roland Peelman. 

Enjoy music from Broadway, Madam Butterfly 
and a spectacular performance of Ave Maria by 
Iness Galante.  

Whether your preference is to be seated theatre-
style, or to relax with friends and family enjoying 
a picnic on the grass, the Voices in the Forest 
concert promises a very enjoyable evening of 
internationally renowned entertainment for all. 

What: Voices in the Forest 2014 
When: 4.45 pm (gates open at 1.30pm), Sunday 
30 November 2014 
Where: National Arboretum Canberra 
Amphitheatre 
More information: Voices in the Forest website 
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YPS Canteen Menu Term 4, 2014 
 

Week Date Item Notes Price 

 1 17/10 Wedges Small bowl, sour cream and sweet 
chilli sauce available on the day 
 

 $2.50 ea 

 2 24/10 Toasted Sandwiches- 
Ham/Cheese, Plain Cheese, 
Ham /Cheese/Tomato or 
Cheese/Tomato 
 

4 Choices, 1 sandwich = 1 serve  $2 .50 ea 

 3 31/10 Chicken Wraps or Vege Wraps Roast chicken and salad or salad and 
cheese variations  
 

$2.50 for 
half wrap 

 4 7/11 Pizza Meat or vege 
 
 

$2.50 slice 

 5 14/11 Fried Rice Vegetarian fried rice 
 
 

$2.50 bowl 

 6 21/11 Pasta Meat or vegetarian sauce 
 
 

$2.50 bowl 

 7 28/11 Sausage Rolls / Spinach & Cheese 
Triangles 

Small size, suggest 2 for full lunch 
 
 

$2.50 ea 

 8 5/12 Chicken Wraps or Vege Wraps Roast chicken and salad or salad and 
cheese variations  
 

$2.50 for 
half wrap 

 9 12/12 Wedges Small bowl, sour cream and sweet 
chilli sauce available on the day 
 

 $2.50 ea 

 10 17/12 TBA  
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