
 
  

 

 

 
 
 

NEWSLETTER NO. 19  6 DECEMBER 2019
   

 

NOTES HOME THIS 
FORTNIGHT    

Yr 5/6 Excursion Weston Park 

 

PARENTS’ CHECKLIST 
(Reminder of things to DO) 

Return Yr 5/6 Weston Park 
Note 

 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

Thu 5 Dec K-2 reports emailed home 

Fri 6 Dec Preschool Bilbies End of Year Concert 

Mon 9 Dec Yr3-6 reports emailed home 

Tue 10 Dec Parent/Teacher interviews begin 

Tue 10 Dec Peter Pan Full Dress Rehearsal 

Wed 11 Dec 10-11.30am Junior Peter Pan Musical 

Wed 11 Dec 12.30-2pm Senior Peter Pan Musical 

Tues 17 Dec Montessori Red Group Soiree 

Wed 18 Dec Year 6 Graduation and Dinner 

Wed 18 Dec Wombats last day of school 

Wed 18 Dec Montessori Children’s End of Year Party 

Thur 19 Dec Yr 5/6 Excursion to Weston Park 

Thur 19 Dec Last day of school year 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Volunteer’s Morning Tea 
On Wednesday we held our annual volunteer morning tea to thank all the amazing people who have 
assisted our students across the year in reading, arts, Mathematics, excursions, sporting carnivals, class 
presentations, Festa, gardening, grounds maintenance, event organisation, banking and clothing pool.  
Without this support we would not be able to run many of our programmes.  Our students have truly 
benefitted from the experiences provided by the community.  As a token of our thanks we presented our 
volunteers with a morning tea and a YPS mug. If you missed out on receiving a mug please see the front 
office. 
 
Reports 
We have been using our new online Sentral system to generate the reports. The K-2 reports were sent 
home on Thursday but due to a technical glitch across the Directorate the years 3-6 reports were unable to 
be sent today.  Reports will be emailed to families once the system is up and running again on Monday. The 
statements on the report relate to our achievement standards from the Australian Curriculum. This year 
your child will receive a written comment in English, Mathematics, Italian and General.  If you have not 
received a report for your child by Tuesday 10 December please contact the front office.  If you would like 
to meet with the classroom teachers to discuss your child’s report please make an appointment through 
the booking form that was sent home to families. 
 
Peter Pan 
We look forward to seeing our parent community at the Peter Pan performances on Wednesday 11 
December.  Our students have been working hard in their music lessons with maestra Jan. The school will 
be holding two performances during the day 10am and 12:30pm in the hall.   
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Staffing 
Maestra Lynden and Maestra Jordan are continuing to recover from their recent illnesses but unfortunately 
will not return to their teaching duties in 2019.  Our thoughts are with both teachers as they make a speedy 
recovery for the start of the school year in 2020.  At the end of the school year we farewell Tracey Marsden 
our preschool teacher who has successful won a position at an interstate school for 2020.  Tracey has done 
an amazing job in our preschool in 2019 using her wealth of knowledge in early childhood settings to 
establish a positive learning environment for the students.  Renee Willey our Year 1 teacher has been 
successful in a transfer to another ACT school.  Renee completed her 4th year University practicum at YPS 
and we were lucky to secure her services for the past 3 years in our early childhood section of the school. 
Renee’s bright and bubbly personality has ensured all her students have felt welcomed and supported in 
her classrooms.  Her hands on learning in numeracy and the inquiry units of work have catered for all 
students ensuring a high level of engagement. We wish Tracey and Renee well with their new adventures 
and they will be greatly missed by the community.   
 
 
Keep Smiling, 
 
Rohan Evans | Principal  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Merit Awards 

 

NO Merit Awards in Week 10 Term 4 due to Year 6 Graduation. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Ava M 
 
Ava is a kind and caring member of our class who always helps her classmates and gives them courage when they 
are facing difficulties. She perseveres when attempting tasks which are challenging. Ava always does her best and is 
ready to learn new things. She works well with others and displays strong team player qualities. Ava always respects 
teachers and classmates. Well done Ava! 

Sebastian B 
 
Sebastian always tries his best in all school tasks. He is a kind and caring individual who can always be relied on to 
help others.  Sebastian enjoys creative projects and works well in collaborative situations sharing his clever ideas. 
He always shares a smile in class with his teachers and classmates and never has a bad word to say about others. 
You are a superstar Sebastian! Well done! 
 

 

   STAR AWARD    

November 2019 

Awarded to 

 

 

 



 

 

A message from the Minister for Education and Early Childhood 
Development 

 
In the ACT there are 88 public schools, over 49,000 public school students and 
around 3,800 educators. But of course, I understand that for each of us as 
parents, the most important school is the school our children go to. That’s why I 
want to make sure that every public school is a great school. 
 
The ACT Government is upgrading and expanding public schools to make sure 
that learning environments are accessible and sustainable.  
 
The government is committed to ensuring that every public school has the 
infrastructure to support high-quality education and that’s why the government 
has been investing more than $115 million to upgrade public schools right across 
the Territory.  
 

Here at Yarralumla Primary School the government has delivered:  
 
-  Upgraded building access to ensure school is accommodating for everyone. 
 
- Improved the heating, ventilation and cooling systems to enable better management of the temperature 
by preventing heat loss in winter and heat gain in summer. This improvement included window tinting, 
passive ventilation, shading and mechanical cooling. 
  
- Upgraded classrooms and the Learning Support Unit ensuring students have access to a range of 
contemporary learning spaces. The classroom upgrades included Interactive White Boards, painting and 
lighting.  
 
- Outdoor area work including a shade structure, shed, Joki hanging chair, water tank, sand and water table. 
 
Every child and family has a place in ACT public schools regardless of their background or life circumstances. 
That’s why this investment into public school infrastructure goes beyond just the basic things that allow 
learning and teaching to take place. The ACT Government invests in public schools to make sure that every 
student has what they need to be included, and to learn and develop their interests, passions and life skills. 
 
The ACT Government has upgraded heating and cooling systems, reducing polluting emissions and making 
temperatures comfortable and conducive to learning in over 40 older public schools across Canberra.  
 
The government has also purchased 3,300 Chromebooks to give to schools in February 2020 and upgraded 
classrooms, toilets, libraries, canteens and bike shelters, as well as gardens, landscaping and playground 
areas in schools to make sure that these spaces are positive and accommodating. 
 
As Canberra grows, the government is making sure that schools grow with it. Every child has the right to 
access education and the ACT Government is making sure that this right is equally ensured for every young 
person.  
 
Yvette Berry MLA 
 
 
 



 

 

Peter Pan the Musical 
 

 



 

 

SunSmart Program Turns 20 in ACT 
 
It's hard to believe that Cancer Council's National SunSmart Schools Program was first introduced to ACT primary schools back 

in 1999 - 20 years ago. In 1999 year 2 students who were then Slip, Slop and Slapping are now turning 28 years old and many of 

them starting their own families with their children Slip, Slop, Slap, Seek and Sliding each day at school to reduce their personal 

risk of UV related skin damage and skin cancer later in life.  

 

A recent research article (2019) in the Health Promotion Journal Of Australia titled: The National SunSmart Schools Program - 

Impact on sun protection policies and practices in Australian primary schools suggested that school SunSmart membership was 

associated with a significantly greater likelihood of several policies and practices being employed. The National SunSmart 

Schools Program continues to have a substantial impact in supporting the adoption of appropriate sun protection policies and 

their practical implementation across Australian primary schools.  

 

To date the vast majority of ACT primary schools (over 90%) have been officially recognised for their SunSmart efforts and are 

members of the National SunSmart Schools Program.  

 

This month Cancer Council ACT would like to personally acknowledge the following 14 ACT primary schools who were early 

adopters of the program and were awarded national SunSmart status in the first year the program was launched in Canberra 

back in 1999. These schools would have recently received a special SunSmart 20 Year Certificate and a letter of 

acknowledgement from Cancer Council ACT's CEO Sandra Turner.   

• Fraser Primary School 

• Lyons Early Childhood School (originally Lyons Primary School)  

• Macquarie Primary School 

• Rosary Primary School 

• St Benedict's Primary School 

• St Clare of Assisi Primary School 

• St John Vianney's School 

• St Jude's Primary School (& Early Learning Centre)  

• St Matthew's Primary School 

• St Thomas Aquinas' Primary School 

• St Vincent's Primary School 

• Telopea Park School  

• Weetangera Primary School  

• Yarralumla Primary School 

 

Thank you to all Canberra primary schools for supporting the National SunSmart Schools Program here in the ACT over the past 
20 years. To access local SunSmart school resources and support, including free SunSmart teacher PL please visit our 
https://actcancer.org/prevention/sunsmart/act-schools-and-early-childhood-services/national-schools-program/sunsmart-
resources/  
(Photo - Turner Primary School Principal & Students 2013)  

 

https://actcancer.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3dac483714224118c366c26ab&id=483d829d54&e=36aa39ed72
https://actcancer.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3dac483714224118c366c26ab&id=af69461229&e=36aa39ed72
https://actcancer.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3dac483714224118c366c26ab&id=7f6686fb3a&e=36aa39ed72
https://actcancer.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3dac483714224118c366c26ab&id=7f6686fb3a&e=36aa39ed72
https://actcancer.org/prevention/sunsmart/act-schools-and-early-childhood-services/national-schools-program/sunsmart-resources/
https://actcancer.org/prevention/sunsmart/act-schools-and-early-childhood-services/national-schools-program/sunsmart-resources/


 

 

Community Trip 2020 Update 

To those families who confirmed their place on the 2020 Community Trip and 

did not receive a document pack, these can be collected from Teresa in 

reception. One per child and are due back by 18 December 2019. 

 

 
Teenaged entrepreneurs' bid to help the planet and 7-year-old Freyja 

Canberra Times article – 2 December 2019 
 
"You go, Glenn Coco". 
 
Any Mean Girls fan will recognise the phrase but thanks to two Canberra school students it may take on a new 
meaning. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nicola Duncan and Eliza Coggan have set up Plastic Free for Freyja selling sustainable alternatives to raise money 
for their friend Freyja Christiansen (centre) who has been diagnosed with a rare form of cancer. Picture: Sitthixay 
Ditthavong 
 Nicola Duncan and Eliza Coggan have set up Plastic Free for Freyja selling sustainable alternatives to raise money 
for their friend Freyja Christiansen (centre) who has been diagnosed with a rare form of cancer. Picture: Sitthixay 
Ditthavong 
 
Canberra Girls Grammar School's Eliza Coggan and Nicola Duncan have set up Plastic Free For Freyja, a small 
business that sells alternatives to plastic in two different sized packs (both named after the 2004 teen comedy) - 
the You Go Glen Coco expert pack and the So Fetch starter pack. 
 
 
Each has a variety of plastic alternatives including bamboo coffee cups, reusable produce bags, string carry bags 
and even washable makeup wipes. 
 



 

 

But not only do these packs go to help the planet, all profits going to local girl Freyja Christiansen who was 
diagnosed with clear cell sarcoma, a rare type of cancer, in 2017. The seven-year-old has been going through 
treatment ever since. 
 
"We based the company around Freyja and we asked her what we wanted to do for her," Eliza says. 
 
"Make-A-Wish contacted her and ask her what she wanted, and she didn't want to meet a Disney princess, she just 
wanted people to put away their rubbish, which is so great. So we wanted to help people stop making rubbish. 
 
"Freyja's really professional and she knows all the stuff about the environment and she gave us so much advice." 
 
It all started with a school assignment that required the two students to come up with a project that worked within 
the United Nations Sustainability Goals. Rather than produce a report for the class, Eliza and Nicola wanted to do 
something proactive. 
 
And so the research began - not only into finding out what products most people would need to replace, but also 
finding ethical small businesses within Australia that could provide them. 
 
 
 

Leaving Yarralumla? 
 
We are currently organising classes for 2020 and require families to indicate if they will not be continuing at 
Yarralumla Primary. A response is not required if your child is currently in Year 6 and will be going to High School 
in 2020. 
 
Leaving Yarralumla Primary School P-Yr 5 only: 
 
If your child/ren (not Year 6) will NOT be returning to Yarralumla Primary in 2020 could you please complete the 
form below and return it to the Front Office ASAP. 
 
 
Child’s Name:_________________________________ Class:______________ 
 
Child’s Name:_________________________________ Class:______________ 
 
Child’s Name:_________________________________ Class:______________ 
 
 
The child/ren will be attending:


     another Government school in the ACT     a Non Government school in the ACT 


an Interstate school                                        an Overseas school                     
 

 

 
 
 
 

 



 

 

P&C News  

 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
Last note from the P&C for the year. We hope as many of you as possible can make it this 
evening to the end-of-year disco; apologies again for the re-scheduling, and especially to 
those who have had to juggle other things, or sadly cannot make it. 
 
As we have already advertised, the final tally from all your efforts at our Festa Fantastica 
have been fantastico! We are now working with Rohan and Deb to examine how our fund-
raising from 2019 can be invested in school resources early in the new year. 
 
I think the P&C has been really effective with fundraising in 2019 and we have also made 
some quiet but practical changes in our other work. Trish and the volunteers in the 
uniform shop have progressively rationalised our stock, and Trish is implementing a new 
payment and stock management system which will make it easier for us to manage, and 
for you to purchase. The switch to a different canteen format has been really successful; 
the service is well patronised and anecdotally the kids are enjoying the menu. 
 
To each and every volunteer who has contributed this year, thank you. To my committee 
colleagues  - a giant thanks - Kelly, Louise and Matt. To Renee, you may have stepped back 
from committee role this year but your contribution to events and planning, culminating in 
the Festa has been amazing. To Rohan, Deb, and all the teachers, thank you for helping us 
contribute to the school, and for investing in our kids every day. 
 
The P&C will meet for a special general meeting early in term 1, 2020 to elect a new 
committee. Both Louise and I will not be standing again, and its essential for its operating 
status, that the P&C formally maintain key roles. I strongly encourage those of you who 
value the community and identity that we help to maintain at the school, as well as the 
quality of resourcing at the school, to consider how you could do a little (or a little bit 
more) by participating in the P&C committee. 
 
Finally I wish all of you who are finishing at YPS this year the very best for you and your 
kids. I really hope that we and our kids can maintain the great relationships that have been 
born out of being part of this terrific little school.  
 
Buon Natale a tutti, 
 
Phil Hartley 
P&C President 

 
 
 



 

 

HeartStory Donation Opportunity 
 

$400 Photography deals for a $50 donation to our school 
 
Missed out on a photography package in the recent silent auction? 
Heartstory photography are offering $400 gift cards to anyone who donates $50 to our 
school's P&C fundraising efforts. 
 
The $400 gift card includes a Heartstory Portrait Experience and a print credit of $200 
towards your order. 
 
To take up this offer email yarralumlaprimaryevents@gmail.com  
 
About Heartstory: 
Canberra's leading family portrait studio and currently holds the title of 2018 AIPP ACT 
Professional & Family Photographer of the Year 2017 as well as 2017 AIPP Australian 
Family Photographer of the Year. The Heartstory Portrait Experience includes a portrait 
consultation, a full length portrait session in studio or outdoors, and a personal 
purchasing appointment to view your portrait collection and place your order. 
 
Find out more at heartstoryphotography.com.au 
 
Terms of use apply to gift cards: 
http://heartstoryphotography.com.au/gift-card-terms-of-use/  
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Community News 

Carols by Candlelight 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

NSW Fisheries kids fishing workshops 

We also run similar saltwater workshops at Batemans Bay on the 14th and at Merimbula on the 15th January. 
 
Kids fishing workshops for 8-14 yr olds run by NSW Fisheries at Jindabyne trout hatchery on 10th & 11th January. 
The workshops run for 4 hours with lessons on casting, knot tying, tackle and rules before 90 minutes fishing. Kids get lunch, 
prizes and a quality rod and reel to take home all for just $40. Bookings are essential, contact Stephen 
on stephen.thurstan@dpi.nsw.gov.au or 0438245190. 

We also run similar saltwater workshops at Batemans Bay on the 14th and at Merimbula on the 15th January. 

The workshops are run under NSW Government safety guidelines with trained staff and volunteers that have both Working 
with Children and Police Checks. 

Formore information visit our website, https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/fishing/recreational/resources/fishing-workshops/kids 

Thanks 

Stephen Thurstan | Education Officer, Southern 
Recreational and Aboriginal Fisheries Unit 
NSW Department of Primary Industries | Fisheries 
Ground Floor, 91 Foreshore Road ( PO Box 259) 
Port Kembla | NSW 2505 
T: +61 2 4220 8484 | M: 0438 245 190 | E: stephen.thurstan@dpi.nsw.gov.au 
www.facebook.com/#!/NSWDPIFisheries 

 

 

Italian Lessons in the Holidays 
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Eastlake Holiday Program 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Parent Line Information 
 

 



 

 

Junior Choir 

 

 

 

 

Code Camp 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Aeon Academy Holiday Program 

Aeon Academy’s holiday care program starts early this year, 
with three days of Christmas Elf Workshops between the end 
of school and the Christmas break. Contact our front office 
to book in for Friday December 20th, Monday December 
23rd, and Tuesday December 24th. 

Our fantastic four week Summer Program beings Monday 
January 6th. What better way for your child to bring in the 
new year than a month of creative arts and dramatic 
adventure!  

Finally, if you would like to nominate your own child or 
another family for an Aeon Academy scholarship, please 
email our front office as soon as possible! Scholarships will 
be awarded in the second week of Term 1 2020, and cover 
the specialist surcharge cost for an entire term of visual arts, 
dramatic adventures, or cooking and gardening classes. For 
more information, see our website or get in touch with our 
front office. 

Thanks for a wonderful year, Yarralumla, Happy holidays, and we look forward to seeing you next year! 



 

 

Pro Performance Cricket Holiday Camps 

The Team at Pro Performance Cricket are excited to announce our upcoming Holiday Cricket Camps & T20s. Catering for ages 
from 6 – 15 we offer intensive individual and group skill development for all ages and stages across all facets of the game. With 
an excellent coach to player ratio and incorporating current and former first class cricketers it’s a perfect environment for the 
kids to get up close and personal with the Pro’s while having heaps of fun, making new friends and taking their game to a new  
level.  

DECEMBER CAMP OPTIONS 

We have our first December Holiday Camp running from the 11th - 13th December (Kingston Oval, 8 Dawes St, Griffith)  

Booking Link: https://www.trybooking.com/BGOVI 

Facebook Link:  https://www.facebook.com/events/451369155398166/ 

And our 2nd December Holiday Cricket Camp running from the 18th - 20th December (Daramalan College, Cowper St, 
Dickson) 

Booking Link: https://www.trybooking.com/BGOVL 

Facebook Link: https://www.facebook.com/events/2498004237192059/ 

JANUARY CAMP OPTIONS 

We have our first January Holiday Camp running from the 20th - 22nd January (Radford College, 1 College St, Bruce)  

Booking Link:  https://www.trybooking.com/BGOVS 

Facebook Link: https://www.facebook.com/events/956540104725834/ 

We have our 2nd January Holiday Camp running from the 23rd & 24th January (Kippax Oval, Ormsby Place, Holt)  

Booking Link: https://www.trybooking.com/BGOVX 

Facebook Link: https://www.facebook.com/events/439445233419787/ 

We have our 3rd January Holiday Camp running from the 28th - 31st January   
(Radford College, 1 College St, Bruce) 
Booking Link: https://www.trybooking.com/BGOWA 

Facebook Link: https://www.facebook.com/events/2768595963208188/ 

 
David Dawson 
Head Coach 
0434 210 082 
www.properformancecricket.com 
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Tennis Canberra 2020 Junior Summer Registrations Now Open 

• Play at an official Tennis Canberra Club 

• Taught by Tennis Australia Coach Professionals 

• Walk-To-Tennis: After-school Program (selected schools) 

• Groups for all Ages & Abilities 

• Weekend Competition Options Available 

• Special: Join The January Summer Swing Sessions for FREE when signing up for a 2020 Summer 
Coaching Package 

Registrations: www.tenniscanberra.com.au/junior-tennis  
 

 
 

Tennis Canberra Holiday Tennis Camps - Old Parliament House Tennis Club 

• January 20th-22nd (Week 1) & January 29th-31st  

• Play in the beautiful Old Parliament House Tennis Club Rose Gardens 

• Morning, Half-Day & Full Day Options 

Reserve Your Spot: www.tenniscanberra.com.au/holiday-program 
 

 

Contact Tennis Canberra 

Website: www.tenniscanberra.com.au 
Email: play@tenniscanberra.com.au 
Phone: 0416 186 121 

 
 

Coerver Coaching Soccer Holiday Camp 
 

Age : 4 - 16 
Coerver Coaching holiday camps offer a fun filled soccer experience for children aged 4-16 years. Each day will include 
Coerver® SUPER SKILLS competitions and challenges, Ball Mastery, Coaching sessions focusing on developing effective use of 
skill, small sided Coerver® Games, and mini Coerver Cup Tournament to keep players active. 
  
TECHNIQUE 
 The cornerstone of our curriculum is technical development. We utilize the Coerver® Method of ball mastery and graduated 
pressure to build technical competence and play carefully selected games to build functional success. 
  
PLAYER CONFIDENCE 
We foster creativity by providing the players technical building blocks & encouraging creative actions in developmentally 
appropriate games. Our games are designed to be fun, challenging and to reward success and risk-taking. 
  
TEAMWORK 
Small group tactics and principles of play are taught in attack and defence by utilizing the structure of the many small sided 
games, which have made the Coerver® Curriculum so unique and recognised as the world’s leading technical football 
program. 

http://www.tenniscanberra.com.au/junior-tennis
http://www.tenniscanberra.com.au/holiday-program
http://www.tenniscanberra.com.au/holiday-program
http://www.tenniscanberra.com.au/
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SPORTSMANSHIP 
We value winning but not more than character and effort. We encourage paying respect to players, parents, coaches and 
referees. Sportsmanship is emphasized to develop the whole person and not just the player. 


