
 
  

 

 

 
 
 

4 June 2020       NEWSLETTER NO. 8   
   

       DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
Our Vision 

Insieme, creiamo, studenti per tutta la vita -Together we create lifelong learners. 

 

Dear families 

 

This week at YPS 
Yesterday in our school assembly, I talked to the students about the three reasons this is a very big week at school.  
 
Number 1 – Tuesday saw the return of remaining years 5 and 6 students, completing our school once again. I told 
them what a delight is it to have them back and how lonely it was without them! 
 

Number 2 – We recalled that Monday was La Festa Della Repubblica Italiana and how the whole school spent a 
minute of silence then a minute of clapping to express solidarity with our sister country Italy, and the difficulties they 
have experienced this year.  
 

Number 3 – was a yarn about Reconciliation Week; what it means, why the whole of Australia observes this week 
and why we all need to be involved in acts of reconciliation.  
 
The assembly included awards for students showing great behaviours in terms of our STAR values, and awards for 50 
nights and 100 nights of home reading. For those who are missing attending our assemblies, they are now pre-
recorded and available on your child’s Google Classroom.  
 
Principal news 
Signor Evans has advised the Directorate he will extend his leave and stay in Qld for the remainder of the year. I was 
delighted to accept the invitation to extend my time as principal of this wonderful school until the end of 2020. I do 
have a personal situation that may require short periods away from the helm, but these will be easily managed.  
I look forward to a productive year ahead with a sharpened focus on our strategic priorities, particularly improving 
student outcomes in writing and maths.  
 
Ciao for now 
Jennie 
 
 

Monday 8 June Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday     

Tuesday 16 June Preschool Duncan Smith Performance  - Wombats 

Wednesday 17 June Montessori Duncan Smith Performance 

Friday 19 June Preschool Duncan Smith Performance - Bilbies 

Friday 3 July      End of Term 2 

Monday 20 July Start of Term 3 

YARRALUMLA PRIMARY SCHOOL 
24 Loftus Street, Yarralumla  ACT  2600 

Phone:  6142 3250 
Email: info@yarralumlaps.act.edu.au 

Website: www.yarralumlaps.act.edu.au 
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Board News 
 

FROM OUR NEW BOARD CHAIR 

 
Dear YPS Community, 
 
I’ve been privileged to be a member of the school board for over two years and now look forward to an exciting 
chapter in my new role as Chair of the board.  I wish to acknowledge and thank the previous Chair, Rachael Smith-
Cianchi, for her outstanding leadership and guidance.   
 
The start of 2020 will never be forgotten - bushfires, air pollution, hail and now COVID-19, have impacted our 
community in ways we don’t yet realise.  As a mother of three children at YPS and as a medical practitioner, I’m 
acutely aware of the ‘new normal’ our children and our school community are facing.  As Chair of the board I look 
forward to representing our bilingual community on the future direction of our school, along with the other parent 
representatives Alan Laing (Deputy Chair) and Rachael Trump. Together we will work with Signora Lindsay, teachers, 
staff and the P&C, to represent the very best interests of our community.  
 
You will see myself, Alan and Rachael in the school playground and at the many wonderful YPS activities - like 
learning journey, athletics carnival, school disco and more.  These events will return at some point and I look forward 
to seeing you there. Please take the time to introduce yourself to us and share your thoughts on the future direction 
of YPS.   
 
I hope you and your families have remained well during these challenging times.  If you haven’t already, please thank 
the wonderful teachers and staff at YPS who continue to support us, children and parents, during the challenges of 
2020.  

   
State bene e felici  Names:   Katrina Sander s                 Rachel Trump  
Katrina Sanders      Board Chair                                   Parent Rep 
        
                                                               Alan Laing 
        Deputy Chair  
  
 
 
 

CHANGES TO SEMESTER 1 REPORTING 

Due to the unprecedented circumstances faced by schools across Australia this year, a national agreement has been 
reached to modify school reporting for Semester 1. In the ACT we will reduce the level of Semester 1 reporting for 
students from Kindergarten to year 10. We recognise that providing families with information about their child’s 
progress and learning is crucial and will be especially valuable after the start to the year we have all experienced. 
Semester 1 school reports for 2020 will still include information about each student’s level of progress against specific 
achievement standards for the learning areas that were covered in Semester 1. Teachers will still make a judgement 
about the level of engagement each student has demonstrated with their learning and, where appropriate, work 
habits. Personal and Social Capability will still be included. Reports in Semester 1 will not include overall grades for 
learning areas/subjects or a comparative AE grade summary. Additionally, reports will not include attendance 
information for Semester 1. If you would like further information about your child’s progress please consult with your 
classroom/subject teacher. For any other queries or concerns, you can contact the Education Directorate via the 
Education Directorate Contact Form or call 6205 5429. 

 



Around the School 

 
IF YOUR CHILD IS SICK 
As students have returned to the classroom, it is important we are vigilant about health and hygiene. 
This means if your child has any kind of illness, even if it is just a runny nose, they must not come to 
school. If your child comes to school unwell, you will be asked to collect them. The front office staff 
will be diligent in implemeting this. Students will not be able to "have a rest" or "see how they go" in 
the sick bay. Parents and carers will be requested to pick the child up immediatley.  We will be 
stricter in implementing these rules than you are perhaps used to, but it is for the health and safety 
of everyone in our school community. 
 
CHANGE TO PRIMARY SCHOOLS CENTRAL PLACEMENT PANEL DATE FOR SMALL GROUP PROGRAMS 
(LSU, LSU-A, LSC) AND SPECIALIST SCHOOL PLACEMENT  
The 2020 school year has started unlike any other, and this has caused significant disruption to usual 
routines for students, families, and schools. As we welcome students back into our schools, planning 
is underway to minimise long term impacts of these unprecedented times on our students and their 
ongoing schooling. In line with this, the date for Primary Schools Central Placement Panel (where small 
group program placements for LSU, LSU-A, LSC and Specialist Schools are determined) has been 
changed, with applications now due in Week 6, Term 3 and letters of offer sent to parents in time for 
schools and parents to develop a transition plan together in Term 4.  
The Secondary Central Placement Panel will proceed as anticipated with outcome letters for Year 6 
student applications for high school in 2021, sent to parents early in Term 3.  
If you would like to access more information regarding the Disability Education Central Placement 
Panel and process, please see the Students with Disability webpage on the Education Directorate 
website or speak to school staff. If you need further information, you can email your query to 
DisabilityEducation@act.gov.au.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

End of May is Hats Off Day for Canberra schools. 

 

In Canberra, May is when we start to witness daily UV levels take a nose dive during certain times of 
the day, to what is considered "low" levels (under 3). This generally occurs during the morning and 
afternoon periods. However by the end of May UV levels drop and remain low (under 3) ALL DAY 
and so the End of May is Hats Off Day for Canberra primary schools and early childhood services (for 
a few months anyway). 
  

http://actcancer.us1.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=3dac483714224118c366c26ab&id=1c6594a8b0&e=aad1cf9704


 

 

Le Frecce Tricolori – La Pattuglia Acrobatica Nazionale (PAN) 

 

La Festa della Repubblica Italiana 

The 2nd of June was the Italian National Republic Day because on that day in 1946 they held a referendum in 
which Italians were asked to choose which form of government they wanted: a republic or a monarchy. 
 
Due to COVID-19 in Italy, the Italian Government cancelled all celebrations in every part of Italy for this year. 

However, we here at Yarralumla School organised a commemorative celebration for this very important day in 

Italy and for all Italians around the world. 

As of 25 May, in recognition of the 74th anniversary of the Proclamation of Italy as a Republic, le Frecce 
Tricolori (the Three Coloured Arrows), called Pattuglia Acrobatica Nazionale (PAN), carried out a series of fly-
bys all around Italy. 

This was a symbolic gesture that carried with it a message of hope. The Frecce Tricolori passed over the skies 
of all the 20 regions in Italy streaming the three colours (green, white and red) as a symbolic sign of unity, 
solidarity and a new start in the Italian nation. 

The trip around Italy by the ‘Three Coloured Arrows’ concluded symbolically on 2 June with a fly-by over 
Rome.  

The link below is a short video clip of our commemorative celebration at Yarralumla on Tuesday, 2 June.  
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Bq8CCxb9vnOSptI7SslgXHLKwL-yNGkO/view 

Maestra Lynden 
Coordinator of Italian Language Program 

 

                          
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Bq8CCxb9vnOSptI7SslgXHLKwL-yNGkO/view


 



 



     



 



Out of Area Kindergarten 2021 enrolments 
Please be advised that if you are currently enrolled in the Preschool 2020 cohort, but living outside 
of the Yarralumla Primary School Priority Enrolment Area (PEA), you are required to submit a new 
online enrolment form to attend Kindergarten.   
 
You are welcome to apply for a 2021 Kindergarten placement at Yarralumla Primary School, however 
as you live out of area we cannot guarantee you a place due to a very high demand for places from 
our local families. 
Your application will be assessed and prioritised against the criteria on the Education website at: 
https://www.education.act.gov.au/public-school-life/enrolling-in-a-public-school/enrolling-in-
kindergarten-to-year-12.  
 
Enrolments received prior to this Friday, 5th June (end of Round 1) will be receiving letters in response 
to their applications in the week commencing 27th July.  
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Community News 

 
 
 
 
 

Yarralumla Primary Canteen  
 

Healthy Kids Association is pleased to be reopening the school canteen on Friday 5th June.  
 
The canteen service will still operate Fridays with online ordering for lunch only.  
 
We will still be offering a full menu for lunch and encourage you to please continue using the 
canteen service for hot meals, cold meals, drinks and snacks.  
 
Please log onto www.flexischools.com.au and set up your account ready to start ordering.  
 
THANK YOU 
 
 

 
 



 

Recipe for Antipasto 

 

Ingredients 
• Selection of thin slices of salami, prosciutto, mortadella 

• Selection of tomatoes, such as yellow, orange, cherry tomatoes 

• Green and black olives 

• Bocconcini, shaved Parmesan cheese and other hard cheeses 

• Olive oil and balsamic vinegar 

 
Method 

1. Curl the meats into cones and place them on a wooden platter or large plate 

2. Decorate the platter with your cheeses, olives, slices fruit of your choice (figs, grapes) 

3. Add grissini sticks and sliced bread 

4. Have a small bowl of olive oil with a splash of balsamic vinegar to dip your bread 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A treat the children can prepare at home for the entire family!                                      


