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Our Vision 

Insieme creiamo studenti per tutta la vita  -  Together we create lifelong learners 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 
 
Semester 1 Reports – Student Progress 
ACT Public schools are mandated to provided two reports to families a year and provide an opportunity for an interview 
after each reporting period.  ACT public schools use the appropriate reporting template on the Schools Administrative 
System (SAS) to report on student achievement. All students from Year 1 – 10 receive an A – E graded report; Kindergarten 
students will receive a report without overall grades per learning area. Assessment and reporting practices for students in 
ACT public schools are aligned to the Achievement Standards of the Australian Curriculum.  
Families who have concerns about their child’s education or progress are encouraged at any point in time to contact their 
classroom teacher via email and make an appointment to discuss the concerns.  At the start of each semester a curriculum 
overview is sent home to all families.  At the start of the 2021 year an online information evening was held to support this 
information.  If you are interested in a certain curriculum area and have questions of your child’s progress please also 
contact your child’s teacher.  Classroom teachers contact families via phone of significant educational concerns before the 
semester 1 reports are sent home. 
Teachers are currently finalising assessments and moderation tasks in their year level teams in all subject areas.  All 
reports are given to executive at the end of week 5 for editing, moderation and review of academic grades.  Reports are 
returned to teachers to make changes in week 7.  Parent teacher interviews are conducted in weeks 9 and 10 in term 2. 
 
Parent Survey 
Each year our staff, students and parents complete a satisfaction survey in August. The school has tracked this data for the 
past six years which guides our annual action plans. In 2020 the parent survey data indicated a significant decrease in 
previous years results. To assist the school in understanding community perceptions and improving school performance 
please complete the five minute survey below and add comments to the spaces provided to assist in helping the school 
move forward in a positive direction.  The school received 48 responses in the first 24 hours of the survey being open.  An 
email was sent to all families on Tuesday afternoon containing the survey link.  We would love to receive 100 surveys 
within a week to capture the opinions of a large proportion of our community. I am currently meeting fortnightly with the 
Director of School Improvement and part of this process is analysing the data from the survey compared to the 2020 data 
and setting targets and strategies to improve identified aspects of the school. 

https://forms.gle/wbDUKwsQNNCWZQde9 
 
 

Friday 14 May Year 3 and 5 NAPLAN 

Wednesday Whole School Cross Country 

Monday 31 May Reconciliation Day 

Thursday 3 June School Photos 

Monday 7 June Year 5/6 Futsal Gala Day 

Tuesday 8 June Shekere Beating Drumming Performance 

Monday 14 June Queen’s Birthday Holiday 

Friday 18 June Kindergarten Excursion The Very Hungry Caterpillar 

SCHOOL BOARD CHAIR P&C PRINCIPAL 

Katrina Sanders (Board Chair) 
Phone:  0413 888 944  
Email:  katrinasanders1@gmail.com 

Sophie Chadwick (President) 
Email:  president@ypspandc.com 

Rohan Evans (Principal) 
Phone:  6142 3250 
Email:  Rohan.Evans @ed.act.edu.au 

YARRALUMLA PRIMARY SCHOOL 
24 Loftus Street, Yarralumla  ACT  2600 

Phone:  6142 3250 
Email: info@yarralumlaps.act.edu.au 

Website: www.yarralumlaps.act.edu.au 
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P&C and Board Meetings 
This week the School Board welcomed two new members.  Jerry Nockles as a parent representative and Helen Del Guzzo 
as a teacher representative. I would like to thank Claire Sturgess and Alan Laing for their service over the past two years. 
Thank you to the parents who attended the P&C meeting this week and the three parents who nominated for the 
positions of President, Vice President and Secretary.  The meeting was extremely positive providing potential ways to 
move forward as a group and reconnect the community after 2020.  I look forward to working with the P&C to make the 
meetings engaging and relevant for families.  I encourage all parents to consider attending the meetings and providing 
valuable positive input.  Keep an eye out for upcoming agendas.  A major role of the P&C in 2021 is the organisation of the 
Festa in term 4, which will require the assistance of the whole community.  The money raised from previous Festa’s has 
enabled the P&C and school to purchase larger financial items including shade structures for the students when 
playing.  The P&C Mother’s Day stall raised just under $2,000 last Friday.  Thank you to the P&C for the organisation of the 
morning and all the volunteers who helped on the day. 
 
Voluntary Contributions 
Voluntary Contributions assist the school to purchase identified resources and equipment for students.  In 2021 the 
voluntary contributions are $110 for an individual child and $160 for a family.  Families will shortly receive an invoice from 
the school requesting payment. Parents or guardians may opt to make partial voluntary contributions throughout a school 
year. Individual records of voluntary contributions are maintained at the governing school and remain confidential. 
Receipt of voluntary contributions will be provided by school administration to families upon payment. In accordance with 
the Education Act, no child will be refused benefits or services by a school if parents or guardians choose not to 
contribute. Voluntary contributions in 2021 will support the increase of new chrome books and iPads in the school.  Due 
to the increased use of devices in 2020 during covid many of our devices received wear and tear.  $15,000 in voluntary 
contributions will contribute 30 new devices across the school. 
 
Parent Reading Volunteers 
We are always looking for volunteers in our school.  If you have a spare hour during the day whether that be at the start of 
the day when you have dropped off your child and would like to volunteer with reading in your child’s class in English or 
Italian please contact your classroom teacher directly.  Volunteering does not have to be a weekly commitment but could 
be set days within a term.  The classroom teacher will set up a space for the parent to listen to children read, practice 
letter and sound recognition, games with sight words and change home readers. Parents who volunteer more than 7 
times in a year are required to have a WWVP card.  Our volunteers are required to sign in at the front office and use our 
COVID19 sign in app.  I look forward to seeing our parent volunteers back in the school. 
 
Building Update 
This term we will see the arrival of the demountable classroom which will be placed at the end of the basketball 
court.  The space allocated for the demountable has been changed slightly due to an easement running through the 
space.  The building company are currently reviewing the schools fire, alarm,  internet, water and electricity services in 
preparation for connection.  Classroom teachers are researching additional furniture that will be purchased for the 
space.  The Education Directorate will provide both classrooms with interactive whiteboards. The area will remain fenced 
whilst the building is installed. The removal and replacement of the cladding on the YPS library work will begin on the 27 
May.  An email was sent home to families with fact sheets and details of the removal.  The area around the library will be 
fenced during this five week period.  The tree in the LSUA playground had to be removed due to a large split in the 
trunk.  The stump has been ground out and the school plans to replace it with a mature tree.  The shade sail over the 
junior playground will be installed in the coming week and has been delayed due to the recent weather.  A new raised 
pedestrian crossing will be installed on Loftus street and Schlich street at the cycle path crossing.  Speed humps will be 
placed on either side of the crossing.  The company who installed the electronic sign has confirmed that the whole sign 
will be replaced this term due to the current complications. 
 
Calendar 
An updated term 2 calendar will be sent home to families next week with all upcoming school events.  We will continue to 
remind our community of the events through our facebook page, electronic sign and school newsletter.  I look forward to 
joining the students on Friday as part of Walk and Ride to School.  Deb will meet students at Yarralumla Shops who would 
like to walk and those who are wanting to ride will meet myself and other teachers at the Yacht club for an 830am 
departure. 
 
Keep Smiling 
 

 
Rohan Evans | Principal  



 
 

       STAR AWARD 
           Awarded to 

      Makayla Tozzi 
            May 2021 

 

 

 
Makayla is a kind-hearted student who consistently looks out for others. She is always willing to play with 
peers that are looking for a friend, and she treats her classmates and her teachers with respect. Makayla 
pushes herself when it comes to her learning, wanting to improve herself even when it is hard. She tries 
her very best every single day. Makayla, keep being a STAR! 
 
 

 

                      STAR AWARD 
                    Awarded to 

              Cade Alchin 
                                                May 2021 

 

 
Cade has only recently joined Yarralumla Primary School and has worked hard to build friendships with his peers. He 
enjoys laughing and often has others laughing with him. When working in groups, Cade listens to his peers and 
includes their ideas. He asks meaningful questions, displaying his inquisitive nature. Cade, keep being a STAR! 
 
 
 
 
 

                          STAR AWARD 
                    Awarded to 

               Sarelia Nockles 
                                                         May 2021 

 
 
Sarelia consistently demonstrates the STAR value of the school. She is persistent and motivated when learning new 
concepts and always helps her friends in need. Sarelia participates actively in schoolwork sharing her knowledge and 
original ideas; making connections between what she knows and what she is learning. She always has a huge smile 
for everyone and comes to school every day bringing positivity and curiosity.  



                          STAR AWARD 
                           Awarded to 

               Christian Dearlove 
                                                         May 2021 

Christian is a kind and caring individual who always helps his classmates. Christian 
takes care when completing his work, to ensure it is completed to the best of his ability. Christian is always willing to 
try new tasks with a smile on his face and is always displaying the STAR Values. Christian is always respectful of his 
classmates and teachers. Well done Christian, you are a superstar! 

 
 
 



 
  



 
 



P&C News 
 

Hi Everyone  
 
Apologies but it appears that I made an error in the election process of the new P&C team. At Monday’s P&C 
meeting I corrected this error by formally putting the nominations to a vote. The vote was conducted in the presence 
of a reduced quorum of 7 (seven) families. The nominations for the new P&C positions were unanimously accepted 
by those present at the meeting. Correct procedure of an election held in the presence of a reduced quorum 
requires that everyone within the school has 14 (fourteen) days to consider the outcome of the vote. If there is 
anyone with a query about the result of the election could they please contact me in writing at the P&C website 
on president@ypspandc.com    
 
If there are no challenges to the election outcome within 14 (fourteen) days from the publication on the 13th of May 
of this newsletter, then the new team will be officially recognised and sworn in. 
 
The election results are as follows :                        P&C President : Sophie Chadwick. 

Vice – President : Carrie Leeson. 
Treasurer : Kirk Batty. 
Secretary : Jaklyn Babington. 

 
----------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 
 
THANK YOU & MEET OUR 5 SCHOOL KOALAS! 
 
A huge thanks to everyone who supported last week’s Mother’s Day stall with gifts, their time and sending 
their kids in with money. 
 
Together we raised just under $1,860 for the school’s Italian program.  Koala adoptions were so popular 
that we also gave $210 to the Koala Hospital in Pt Macquarie. We have now adopted 5 school koalas. 
 
Please take the time to read about our adopted koalas in the school entrance area, l’atria.  
If you are ever in Pt Macquarie you can visit most of them at the Koala Hospital. 
 
Much thanks from the P&C 
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Kindergarten 2021 Base Reports 

  
This week our Kindergarten families received their child’s BASE report. BASE is a research based on-entry assessment 
in which students are guided through a series of fun and engaging activities covering Literacy and Mathematics.  
  
The data tells us our groups average is working above the National average in all areas assessed for literacy and 
numeracy. We will use this data collected along with classroom observations and assessment to target the needs of 
individual students. We will continue to have an increased focus in the area of reading, through the use of quality 
literature and a gradual release of responsibility model. The model includes “I do” (Teacher led) “We do” (Shared as 
a group) and “You do” (individual student work). We are increasing our range of home readers and would like to put 
a call out for parent volunteers to come in and read with students.   
  
Should you have any questions regarding this report or you would like to volunteer some time, please contact Claire 
Sturgess – Claire.Sturgess@ed.act.edu.au  or your classroom teacher.  

  
 
 

SCHOOL CONTRIBUTIONS 
YPS is a unique school that provides many opportunities to our children beginning with preschool and 
Montessori children, learning support unit for children with autism (LSUA), all building pathways to our 
Italian bilingual program and our English only program. 
Despite our rich and diverse offerings YPS is funded the same as any other mainstream government school 
in Canberra (schools who provide an English only curriculum from preschool to year 6). To ensure that all 
students are given the opportunity to meet their potential, the school needs the support of the 
community.  
YPS asks families to make the following specific contributions: _ 
 

• Family Contribution (voluntary): Family Contributions is money given directly to the School for the 
purchase of additional items, not covered by directorate funding, to provide high quality and effective 
learning environments for our students. This year our goal is to raise $15,000 for the purchase of 30 
new chromebooks. To assist in the provision of this we ask for a contribution of $110 per child or $160 
per family.   
 

• The Library Fund is another type of contribution that can be made to the school.  This money goes 
directly to the purchase of resources (primarily both Italian and English books) for the library. 
Contributions to the Library Fund are tax deductible.   

 
PLEASE TAKE A MOMENT TO CONTRIBUTE NOW 
Please consider the difference that your family contribution could make. Voluntary Family contributions 
are requested by 30 November 2021. Payments can be made in full or by instalments. To contribute please 
see payment methods below: 

➢ EFTPOS at the Front Office between the hours of 8:30-3:00pm 
 

➢ Quickweb  (https://www.yarralumlaps.act.edu.au/payment) to make a secure credit/debit card 
payment. 
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https://www.yarralumlaps.act.edu.au/payment


YARRALUMLA ASSEMBLY ROSTER 2021 
 (Even Weeks)  
Year Cohorts to host each fortnight   
Wednesday 2:10-3:00  

TERM 2   

WEEK 6  Year 2 

WEEK 8  Year 1   

WEEK 10  NAIDOC  

 
 

 

CROSS COUNTRY CARNIVAL UPDATE 

 
 
School Cross Country Carnival will be held on Wednesday 19 May.  Yarralumla students are encouraged to wear their 
house colours for this whole school event. Please ensure your child has suitable footwear and clothing for this event 
and bring a water filled bottle. 
McKell – Red 
Menzies – Blue 
Slim – Yellow 

Term 2 Book Fair 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

We are very excited to hold another Scholastic Book Fair this term. The students always get excited when they 

browse the many books for sale. The Book Fair will be held between Tuesday 25 May –Thursday 27 May. 

The Fair will be open before school 8:30am – 9am and after School 3pm – 3:30pm 

Online Payment - Students will be given a Student Wishlist form that allows them to write down titles they are 

interested in. Once your child has made their selection, head to www.scholastic.com.au/payment to make your 

payment.  This is a wonderful opportunity to promote the love of reading with your family! 

 
 

 
 

Ride or Walk Safely to School Day this Friday 14 May. Maestro Joshi and 
Maestro Stefano will be leading a bike ride to school from Yarralumla Yacht 
Club carpark. If your child is interested in joining them, please meet the 
teachers at 8:20am at the Yacht Club carpark, they will ride to school at 
8:30am.  Also in addition to the ride, Deb will be leading a walk to school from 
the Yarralumla shops at 8:40am.  If you have any questions please email 
maestro Joshi: Ajay.Joshi@ed.act.edu.au 

 
 

outlook-data-detector://1/
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Congratulations to Saskia and Vienna both were finalists in the ACT Government collection truck 

design competition.  There were more than 450 entries, well done girls! 

 Saskia                                                                Vienna 

 

             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2022 ONLINE ENROLMENT 
2022 Online Enrolment Is your child starting preschool or moving to high school next year? The online enrolment 
portal for 2022 opened on April 27th. Families lodging enrolment applications by June 4th will receive an offer from 
July 26th for the following year. Applications made after June 4th will receive an offer later in the year. 
 
Information about the enrolment assessment criteria and priority enrolment areas can be found at 
https://www.education.act.gov.au/school_education/enrolling_in_an_act_public_school.  If you would like any 
advice or require any assistance to lodge an enrolment application please contact Teresa Smith (Enrolments Officer) 
on 6142 3250. 
 
 

KINDERGARTEN TO YEAR 6 

• Online enrolment in the ACT can be made for children at any time. 
• Pre-schoolers will be automatically enrolled into kindergarten for the following year if they are already attending 
preschool at their local Priority Enrolment Area primary school. 
• However students attending preschool outside their Priority Enrolment Area will need to submit a new enrolment 
application for kindergarten in the following year, which will be assessed based on the relevant enrolment criteria 
for the school’s kindergarten. 
• If you have a sibling concurrently attending Yarralumla Primary School and live outside our priority enrolment area 
(but in the ACT) we may be able to offer your next child a place, subject to capacity in the relevant year level. This 
includes step/half and cultural siblings (in recognition of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander kinship relationships). 
 
 

All four-year-old ACT children are guaranteed a place in a public 
preschool. However, you are not guaranteed a place at the 
preschool site of your preference, due to capacity constraints at 
some sites. (Preschool capacity is determined by NQS guidelines.) 

To be offered a place in one of our Yarralumla Preschool sessions we recommend that you lodge your application as 
soon as possible. Preschool applications are prioritised in this order: 1. Exceptional circumstances based on student 
wellbeing. 2. ACT-resident siblings of students concurrently enrolled in the primary school. 3. Children living within 
the Priority Enrolment Area (PEA) of the primary school, up to the limits of available places. 4. Where there are not 
enough places for all children living in the PEA of the primary school, applications will be ranked by ‘proximity’, that 
is the distance that your child lives from the preschool. The distance is measured ‘as the crow flies’. The Directorate 
will find a place for all other children at a preschool, considering where your child lives and the number of remaining 
places. 

https://www.education.act.gov.au/school_education/enrolling_in_an_act_public_school


ATTENTION AMAZING YARRALUMLA PARENTS!  
  
We would love to start offering some alternate lunchtime activities for children and thought it would also be a 
fantastic opportunity to work with some clever, talented, generous people in our community.   
  
Do you have a skill, talent, or interest that you could share with a small group of children?   
  
Perhaps you like to play soccer, cricket, or basketball, or maybe you can knit, sew, or do other crafty things. Maybe 
you have a flair for the dramatic and could run a dress ups club, or you’re an engineer who could supervise box 
construction. Perhaps you have a skill or talent nobody knows about! 
  
Are you able to spend 11-12pm on school grounds on a regular or semi-regular basis (anywhere from a couple of 
times a term to weekly), starting late this term or early next term?  
  
If you answered yes to both questions, please email me at helen.delguzzo@ed.act.edu.au and we can start to plan 
together. We would provide all the resources and any support you might need (including planning for children), and 
a teacher would always maintain duty of care. Please don’t hesitate to email even if you just have some questions.   
  

 
The Kindy team would like to ask for some community donations to help provide additional activities for children to 
engage with at play times. If you have any of the following at home that you no longer need, please consider 
bringing them to the school: 

• dress-ups for pretend play (anything from actual costumes to t-shirts, scarves, dressing gowns, skirts, hats, 
and occupational props like pretend tools- please nothing that could be used to imitate violence like knives, 
swords or guns) 

• pavement chalk 
• sandpit toys (including old kitchen items like saucepans or colanders) 

For all of week 5 (17-21 May) there will be labelled tubs at the front office for these items. If you have any questions 
or other ideas, please feel free to email me at helen.delguzzo@ed.act.edu.au.  
 
Thank you,  
Helen Del Guzzo  
 
 

Community News 
 
 

 

mailto:helen.delguzzo@ed.act.edu.au
mailto:helen.delguzzo@ed.act.edu.au

